Inspection program targets asbestos in construction

WorkSafe has commenced an inspection program looking at safety standards when dealing with asbestos in the construction industry.

Inspectors will visit metropolitan and regional construction sites throughout March and April 2011 to ensure that both employers and employees are carrying out asbestos work in accordance with workplace safety and health laws.

The inspections will focus on raising awareness of the safety risks and ensuring that employers have and are utilising the information required to comply with the laws.

A lot of asbestos remains in WA, and we need to make sure that removal work is carried out only by workers who have the proper knowledge and skills to perform the task safely.

Asbestos cement products do not pose a risk to health if they are left undisturbed, but there is a serious risk of exposure to asbestos fibres during removal work or working on products that contain asbestos unless the basic safety precautions are followed.

Inspectors will concentrate predominantly on checking whether those dealing with asbestos have the appropriate licence and that asbestos removal is being conducted in accordance with the requirements of the relevant Code of Practice.

They will also check items on a general checklist, including:

· That a copy of the relevant Code of Practice is available at the workplace,
· That the location of asbestos at the workplace is identified,
· That suitable personal protective equipment is being used,
· That no person in the work are is being exposed to asbestos dust,
· That the workplace is left in a clean and safe condition upon completion of the work, and

· That waste materials are disposed of in the correct manner.

Inspectors will undertake the inspections with the aid of a checklist to ensure consistency.

Like all WorkSafe’s proactive inspection programs, this one aims to raise awareness and provide information, but inspectors will take enforcement action if necessary.

Unfortunately Western Australians have the sad legacy of Wittenoom to remind them of the potential hazards of asbestos, and concerns have long existed about the possibility of serious health effects from exposure where safety precautions are not followed.

Further information on working with asbestos or any other OSH related inquiry can be obtained by contacting Safety Solutions WA via the MPA.
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